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Most times that | have heard “don’t you cop an attitude
with me”, it has usually been parents or teachers or
someone in authority speaking to teenagers or young
students. Having celebrated Ash Wednesday, presumably
our Lenten practices are under way. When Jesus spent
the forty days fasting and praying, it was because, in part,
his life was about to undergo radical change. To that
point, as we know, He had been essentially one more
young Israelite living in a small town. Now, the moment
has come to reveal Himself to the nations as their
Messiah. This will mean a lot more than leaving home or
being directly engaged for the purpose of fulfiling His
mission of Salvation which His Father had entrusted to
Him. He must now focus on his being Light to the world,
prepare for the ultimate immolation of His life, in a word,
He must cop a new attitude. Likewise, it is imperative, that
whatever my Lenten plan is, that | don't just do or not do
certain things for forty days, the hope is that something
inside of me will change. For me, that will entail bringing a
fresh focus on my life as a priest, | will need to cop a fresh
attitude to the ministries with which | have been entrusted.
In that vein, we are gratified that so many parishioners,
who already commit themselves to laboring among their
brothers and sisters, have embraced INTO THE FIELDS
with such enthusiasm. Our Christian message of Hope
and Salvation should never grow old or stale. It is good to
cop an attitude of change and renewal.

As you know we are currently conducting our annual
Catholic Appeal. While, reaching our goal and fulfilling our
assessment, it is vital that we see this moment for what it
is. Our local diocesan Church is the Body of Christ spread
over the many parishes and missions. We can think of
these challenges as another bureaucracy or administrative
structure, or, we can cop an attitude and strive to see all
these efforts, as another means to serve the Church |
love. Tiger Woods, for a moment last week floundered in
the sands of Dubai, but, in his inimitable fashion, he came
storming back and won on the final day. In our school
Golf Tournament, which supports the scholarships we
offer to needy students, we have an opportunity to cop an
attitude and play with a different sense of purpose. The
season of Lent was never intended to be a series of
extraordinary sacrifices and programs, but, rather,
perhaps, a more intense and generous practice of
following the teachings of Jesus, which, please God, |
would already be doing anyway. If | am already striving to
assist the less fortunate, ROOMS FOR RICKY is an
opportunity to rejuvenate and personalize the mandate to
discover the face of the Lord in someone that | have never
met. Cop an attitude, come alive, and give Our Lord’'s
new commandment a fresh twist.

God Bless,

Fr. John McCormick, Rector
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